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Introduction
The annual SB 270 fee assessment is the Great Basin Unifred Air Pollution Control District's
estimate of the reasonable cost of maintaining the level of effort necessary to address violations
of state and federal air quality standards due to water-gathering activities by the City of Los
Angeles (City) within the District's boundaries (Inyo, Mono and Alpine Counties). The
assessment is a reasonable fee as provided for in Section 42316 of the Califomia Health and
Safety Code. The fee funds the cost of monitoring air quality impacts caused by the City's water-
gathering activities, the development of air quality plans, monitoring the City's implementation
of control measures, enforcing control measure performance, and control measure research. The
fee includes the costs associated with all District employees working on SB 270 matters, general
recurring operating costs, the cost of enforcing air quality requirements, long-term or ongoing
project costs, funding for dust source research and consulting þrofessional services) and
materiaVequipment costs. trtU 2016-17 the fee includes costs for equipment and consulting
associated with the i ion of the 2016 SIP Board Orderr scheduled to be considered for
adoption on April I 9/102 EIR, the December 2014 Stipulated Judgment3 and
the 2010 Coso J Plana

SB 270 Fee Coui
The SB 270 fee i District employees (wages and benefits),
operating costs (rent, utilities, travel and professional services associated
with regular budget activiti associated with the City's efforts to control
the air pollution caused by i âctivities. The proposed fee total is $4,613,000.
Compared to the 2015-16 fee total ofS,737,000 fee total represents a decrease of

in each category to meet19.59% (-$1,124,000). The 2016-17
commitrnents made by the District in
2014 Stipulated Judgmenf and 2010

Orderl, Phase 9/102 EIR, December
including: 1)

maintenance and replacement of air monitoring 2) consultant fees
necessary to carry out committed regulatory and and Mono Lakes;
and 3) the December 2014 Stipulated Judgmend the stipulation and
agreement. Consulønt fees from the 2015-16 fiscal for ari ientific Advisory
Panet (OLSAP) under the 2014 Stipulated Judgment will be held aside ). It is
anticipated that use of these OLSAP fees is deferred until July 2017.
summarized in Table 2 anddetails on some of the categories are
personnel associated with the SB 270 assessment are summarized
assessment components is shown in Table 1. A graphic bf this year's assessment
with previous ye¿us is shown in Figure 1. The 19.59% (-$1,124,000) decrease in the proposed fee
from the 2015-16 fee is due in large part to deferment of the OLSAP, decreased legal fees and
elimination of an Air Monitoring Technician I contract employee position.

I 2016 Owens Valley PMl0 Planning A¡ea Demonsnation of Attainment State Implementation Plan (2016 SIP).
2 Owens Lake Dust Mitigation Program - Phase 9/10 Project Environmental Impact Report (Phase 9/10 EIR).
Previous Project Name: Owens Lake 2011 SCRD and 2012 SCRD Dust Control Measu¡es Projects.
3 Sacramento County Superior Court No. 34-2013-80001451-CU-WM-GDS (2014 Stipulated Judgment)
4 See 2010 PMro Maintenance Plan and Redesignation Request for the Coso Junction Planning Area (CJPA).
Windblown dust from uncontrolled areas at Owens Lake have been found to contribute to exceedances of the federal
PM10 standard in the CJPA. Costs associated with air quality monitoring in the CJMP are included in the SB270
budget and fee for operation of the Owens Lake monitoring network.

Table 3. The
4. A summary of the



The2014 Stipulated Judgment provides for financial support by the LADWP of the Owens Lake

Scientific AdvisoryPanel (OLSAP,Item l2.G). úritial firnding forthe OLSAP was made

pursuant to fee orders by the District per California Health & Safety Code $42316 for fiscal year

2015-16. Funding for OLSAP is not included in this budget as these funds from 2015-16 remain

unspent due to deferment. Activation of the OLSAP may require an addition fee order for that

may vary based on the statement of work and øsks submitted to the National Academy of
Sciences. The LADWP is responsible for providing additional funding to the OLSAP for
reporting and analyzing new and relevant testing data up to $2,000,000 annually.

Compared to 2l years ago in 1995, the proposed FY 2016-17 SB 270 estimated budget and fee

assessment has decreased a total of 573,414 (-1.57%). Compared to the 2007 assessment of
$5,816,250 when the City and District were implementing the 2006 Settlement Agreement, the

FY 2015-16 assessment is ,250 less (-20.69%). Since 1995, the Califonria consumerprice
index has increased by by 14.8% since 2007.



TABLE I 1 6031 4

FY 201È17 SB 270 Totrl Fro Summrrv

Asse¡¡m¡nt Expentor
l. Employee Costs
ll. Operating & Compliance
lll. Materials & Equipment

Sub-Tot¡l SB 270 Fee

lV. Special Legal Fee Assessment

V. OLSAP Assessment

20r5-r6

2,723,000
1,440,000

24,000

201È17

2,612,O00
1,451,000

150,000

% Chenge

4.08%
o.76%
0.00%

TqE!n,¡"o F!. 5,737,000 4,613.000

4,1E7,000

800,000

750,000

4,213,000

¿[00,000

0

0.62y"
26,000

.50.00%

-r00.00%

-750,000

-t9.5¡%

Lc¡s Rc¡irvr Polict Cr.dit (213,337)

oÉño ¡¡¡ [¡¿t.Gct

0

¡1.613.000

-1,124,000

.tc.at%
-9r 0,663
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Figure 1 - Historic SB 270 Fees
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Year Amount
1995 4.686.414
1996 4.6A2317
1997 3.666.543
1998 5.246.725
1999 5,403,643
2000 5.295.089
2001 5.561.270

2002 5.300,597
2003 4.739.313

2004 4.631.000

2005 4.591,000

Year Amount
200ô 4.903.825
2007 5,816,250
2008 4.922.265
2009 4.876.300

2010 4.703,600
2011 4.730,000

2012 4.934.5s0
2013 5,601,000

2014 5.200,000

201 5 s.737.000
2016 4,613,000
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Fee Assessment Details

Introduction
The 2016-17 proposed SB 270 fee total is $4,613,000. Compared to the 2015-16 fee total of
$5,737,000 the proposed assessment represents a decrease of 19.59% (-$1,124,000). The

assessment is summarized in Table 2 and details on some of the categories are shown in Table 3.

The 2016-17 budget contains cost estimates in each category to meet commitnents made by the

District in the 2016 SIP Board Order and Phase 9/10 EIR, the 2014 Stipulated Judgment, and the

2010 Coso Junction Maintenance Plan including: l) maintenance and replacement of air
monitoring equipment at Owens Lake; 2) staffand consulting costs necessary to enforce
mandatory regulatory and compliance requirements; and 3) legal fees related to the December

2014 Stipulated Judgment and recent 2016 SIP to implement the terms of the stipulation,
agreement, and order. Judgment entered by the Califomia Superior Cowt on

Judgment) included resolutions of several dust contolDecember 30,2014
matters at Owens

The LADWP forFY 2011-l26,FY 2012-13 and FY 2013-l4to
the Califomia Aif Adminisûative hearings were heldbefore CARB in
June of20l3 FY20l1-12 andFY 2012-13. OnFebruary 10,

2014, a settlement agreement the LADWP and Distict along with a
Stipulated Judgment that Superior Court resolving the disputed fee

orders and related matters. SeÌe ' section for additional infonnation.

I. Employee Costs
Since SB 270 was incorporated into Code in 1983, the District
has assessed fees to the LADWP for the-cost of overhead associated

with the development, implementation and associated with the
LADWP's water-gathering activities in the Di l6-lfl$s proposed that the SB

270 fee assessmentpay for a total of 19.35 ful including
eighteen (18.00) regular employees and 1.35 contract Table 4 -
Employee Time Allocation). This is a decrease of 1.50 Ffn G7.75W
and a reduction of 3.37 FTEs (-17.42%o) since FY 2008-09.

FY 2015-16

Total employee costs are estimated to be $2,612,000 a decrease oîQï% ($-l11,000) over FY
2015-16. The decrease is primarily attributable to the reduced costlof retirement as a result of
interest savings from Unftnded Accrued Liability (UAL) side ñ¡nd liabilitypayoffand
elimination of an Air Monitoring Technician I contract employee position. Additional
monitoring requirements under ttre2Ol4 Stipulated Judgment have been successfully
accomplished at current Dishict staffing levels. However, with an anticipated 2016 SIP

adoption, if future needs require additional staffing, the number of personnel may increase and/or
personnel may be hired into a standing vacant position. This category includes an allocation of
\¡/ages, retirement, medical benefits, taxes, unfunded liability for future retiree medical insurance

and workers compensation insurance. On February 1,2016 the District adopted and partially
fr¡nded an IRS g1l5 trust under Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) 68

requirements for prefunding pension benefit expenses through a Pension Rate Stabilization

s 2011 SCRD, 2012 SCRD, 2013 SCRD, 2014 SCRD (2014 Stipulated Judgment p' l7-18).
6 FY 2011-12 fee order for $250,000 on appeal with CARB (Appeal No. 3).



Program (PRSP) tn¡st with Public Agency Retirement Se¡vices (PARS). This enables the
District to deposit funds for normal and futue expenses associated with accrued pension
expenses with the potential to realue better eanrings. The initial deposit will allow eanrings to
grow and provide an avenue for the Dishict to pay down its overall Net Pension Liability CÌ.{PL)
resulri.g in interest savings. It is also anticipated this PRSP will offset unexpected retirement
rate increases in the futue and allow the District to continue to pay down its overall NPL,
provided regular contributions are made. Although annual Actuarial Determined Contributions
were initiallyproposed by the District for adoption with the initial deposit, LADWP requested
they continue funding these liabilities with their preferred pay-as-you-go method. In 2009 the
District adopted and partially funde.d an IRS $115 trust under Govemmental Accounting
Standards Board (GASB) 45 requirements. A revised actuarial valuation u¡¿s çompleted in 2015
regarding the unfunded retiree medical liability (Table 1, Item LE). Due to higher retums than
expected, it was that the annual required contributionbe zero for a few years with
another review in ¡vo In prior years, LADWP has been assessed the cost of the

medical costs when warranted by current valuations. Since
inception of the S-year retum through January 31,2016,was 4.4o/o.

In 2016-17, it i contribution may be needed to adjust for increased
costs or other service costs (present value of benefits accruing in
the cu¡ent year). ion expense maybe funded out of general
reserves or expensed to the

At this time, it is expected thãt 19.35 to continue implementing terms under the
2014 StipulatedJudgment. The 2014 approved a dust control measure
called Tillage with BACM Back-up stafftime to monitor these areas.
LADWP is currently operating close the lake using TwB2 and each of these
areas are required by the 2014 Sti on a regular basis. The FY
15-16 budget included two FTE conüact increase of
workload the Stipulated Judgment required. One and the second one
was not. The second position was to aid in the monitors forthe
TwB2 areas. LADTWP currentlyruns these sites, thelõre the was never filled
and has subsequently been elimina'ted from FY 2016-17 as a contact adoption
of 2016 SIP, monitoring requirements and demand will increase due to ions for
water conseryation, specifically D¡aramic Water Management and Bt' the 2016 SIP
is adopted and associated monitoring requirements are unable to
staffing levels, an additional FTE maybe necessary and funding

with cr¡¡rent
forbeginning FY

2017-18. Other factors reflected in the employee costs section include regularpromotion
opportunities, regular step increases, retirement expenses, payroll taxes and workers
compensation insurance.

The FY 2016-17 budget also proposes a decrease of the current contact Adminisûative Clerk
from 1.0 to 0.45 FTE. The Artminis¡¿five Clerk will continue to aid staffin the Bishop and
Keeler offices.

The FY 2016-17 budget proposes I l. 15 FTEs to perform air quality monitoring and dust source
identification at Owens Lake and Mono Lake, including design, purchasing, installation, data
collection, maintenance, calibration, filter weigùing, quality as¡surance, data review, and
supervision. There are2.95 FTEs to do data processing and analysis, preparation of maps and



figures, maintenance of the GIS system, operation of the Owens Lake Health Advisory Network,

and purchasing and maintenance of all computer hardware/software. There are 2.90 FTEs to

cover all administrative tasks such as policy recommendations to the Board, overall supewision,

project design and management, contact management, document preparation, technical

supervision, engineering desigu, compliance enforcement, government agency coordination,

budget preparation, technical support to legal consultants, risk manager, personnel manager and

public information. There arc2.35 FTEs to act as administrative assistants, receptionist,

document copier, mail clerk, frle clerk, supply clerk, billing clerk, fiscal supervisor, fiscal

clerk/technician, safety clerk, and board clerk.

II. Operating Costs
This õategory includes a proportional allocation of rent for all offices (two offices in Bishop and

the Keeler office), utilitiesr¿i office supplies and equipment, travel and professional

services. Materials and in this category generally have a cost of less than $5,000 each

and/or a short life. costs are $1,451,000 which represents an increase of
$11,000 or -0. 2015-16. Items in this category that require more

explanation are

[.c.- Fumiture, Oflice, Safety & General (<$5'000)

This category encomþasses or less and includes new scientific
equipment (calibration equipment (electronic test equipment, digital
multimeters, etc.), printers, scanners and parts), software
(upgrades, data logger, GIS, [-vinrs), furniture, office machines and

safety equipment. This budget tech refresh cycle to replace
ing to $30,000. Districtantiquated District computers

computers are protected from Antivirus. This

budget provides for the renewal of a tb¡ee-

Email, document storage and productivity
subscription at $1700.

Apps for Work at

$lO/user per month, totaling $2880. This of off-site data

backups via Backblaze and Amazon Glacier.

$50/year/computeç totaling $1550. Server cloud baclarp is via , billed by
gigabyte, forecasted at $2000. In addition, monies are budgeted for of wind,
humidity, temperature, barometric pressure and precipiøtion equi as the-sensors in the

field age and breakdown. The budget includes funds for new and set-ups as well as

installing a radio network for the Mono Lake Sensit aray. also includes funds

for Induced Particulate Emissions Testing (IPET) accessories, Sharp sensors, and UAV parts.

The District developed IPET program is required by the 2014 Stipulated Judgment for TwB2

compliance monitoring and will also be a requirement for DMW and Brine BACM
compliance monitoring. Underprovisions of the Board Order 130916-01 4.2., four Cultural

Resource A¡eas (CRAs) have been removed from Phase 7a project a¡eas. These removed

areas now referred to as Phase 7b a¡eas have been avoided for dust control mitigation and are

required to have sand motion monitoring, mapping, vegetation monitoring and disturbance

monitoring. In summary, the cost to purchase, maintain and upgrade items in this category

for FY 2016-17 will be $95,500. This is a decrease of $30,000 (-23.9%) from 2015-16.

II.G.2. - Leases and Rents

Budgeted rental and lease costs is estimated at $110,000 [no change].

at



II.H. - Maintenance of Equipment - Labor
Included in this category are: annual certifications of laboratory equipment, including
balances and standa¡d weights. These certifications are a requirel:rent for the Dishict to
maintain an EPA-certified laboratory for particulate matter filter processing (Title 40 CFR
Part 50, App. L, Sec. 8.1; QA Guidance Document 2.12, Nov. 1998, Sec. 7.2 and7.3).
Additionall¡ all calibration and audit equipment used by the District's air monitoring
technicians must be certified annually. These devices (the Distict owns 12) must be sent out
to the manufacturer for certification. These certifications are required by EPA regulations for
all entities conducting air quality monitoring (Title 40 CFR Part 50 App. L, Sec. 9.2.2). This
category also includes vehicle maintenance, i.e. tires, oil changes, tune-ups, etc. for the
District's 15 vehicles allocated to 58270 activities. There has been an increase in the cost of
safety respirator screen (II.H.5) due to the use of an outside consultant to conduct the annual
safety training. The is certified and enswes that the District's respirator safety
progr¿un complies Title 29 CFR Part 1910. 134. There is a decrease of
$6,000 or -17. expeNrses as older vehicles requiring maintenance have been
replaced. (S35.

in the Owens Lake
monitors include:
other associated
Owens andMono I¿ke Sensit
regulators, batteries, radio
other associated equipment),
stations (shelters, tubes, rails, pipes
performing much better than expected in the
continual repairs and replacements as newer
Approximately l/3 of the Owens lake Sensit

(depending on special projects) PM monitors
Items included in this category for those

batteries, air inlets, bearings, rebuild kits, and
includes the cost to maintain orupgrade 120+

sites (including solar panels,
ication, camera replacement and

ATV's, vehicles, plus monitoring
Sensit network is

but does require
are developed.

It is estimated that

be repaired and/or
forthe aging TEOM

it will take another three years to upgrade the upgrades include
the decade old lake-wide wireless networþ more ieliablg chèaper ications systems
have been deveþed in the last decade. To keep up with the de,mand dat¡,
acquisition some older units are in need of replacement. Further, have
been included for the 17 meteorological stations with se,lrsors

refi¡rbished and12 camera sites. Additional funds have been
PM monitoring network. Most of these monitors are 15 or more years old and, thus, require
more expensive maintenance components. $135,000 has been budgeted for this category
(+$40,000 or 42.11%).

II.Ií12 - Owens Lake Scientilic and Historic Consulting
$10,000 is budgeted for technical support on issues related to science and history of Owens
Lake. These fl¡nds are budgeted for services to support the District on scientific issues
related to the cha¡acter, nature and development of Owens Lake.

II.IC13 - Oryens Leke Air Quality Modeling
The District has retained the services of Mr. Ken Richmond to conduct Owens and Mono
Lake air quality modeling since the 1990's. Mr. Richmond leads a team of scientists for
Environ Intemational Corp which recently merged with Ramboll, a Denma¡k based finn.



The proposed assessment includes $250,000 for Ramboll Environ to assist the District with
the preparation and review of particulate matter air quality modeling at Owens and Mono
Lakes and to perform air quality model-related investigations needed to support the Owens
and Mono Lake PMro State Impleme,ntation Plans. Air qualþ modeling is used to help
identiff areas that cause or contribute to air quality violations at Owens and Mono I¿ke and

is required as part of the Owens Lake Dust ID Program pursuant to District Board Order
#080128-01,the2014 StipulatedJudgmentandthe2016 OwensValleyPMlO SIP. The
budget is the same as last year at $250,000.

II.K.I4 - Dust Compliance Measurement & Enforcement Consulting
The work tasks in this portion of the budget a¡e for work associated with evaluation of dust
control areas on Owens Lake via remote sensing. Because of the large aerial extent of the

dust controls on the District uses satellite imagery to evaluate the LADWP's
ongomg performance requirements associated with the managed

vegetation, shal brine BACM dust control measures. This component of the
assessment is ices associated with compliance analysis efforts. District
staff compliance analyses in-house as opposed to
tbrough a of technical assistance by remote sensing

vegetation and brine BACM areas as well as in
thereview,developm-ent ible new methodologies and in data analysis.

For 2016-17, the remote sensing sen¡ices from DRI is
$150,000. The primary work to funds includes the following main
tasks: 1) Development of a for the Hybrid dust control
area¡¡; 2) Technical assistance compliance call for Managed
Vegetation; 3) Technical assistanceffthe iance monitoring for Brine
BACM; 4) Assistance in the review and the LADWP's shallow

areas; and 6) Generalflooding wetness cover tests; 5) Assistance
consulting sen¡ices.

II.K.15 - Dust Compliance Measurement & Enforcement: Setellite Inaçry
S40,000 is budgeted for purchase of satellite images for compliance and

enforcement of Owens Lake dust control areas. The imagery with funds will
be used to assist in determining compliance of dust control
required in the 2016 SIP. It is anticipated that these fi¡nds

performance criteria
used to purchase high

resolution imagery for analysis of brine BACM areas, hybrid managed vegetation areas,

sprinkler shallow flooding areas and shallow flooding wetness cover test areas.

II.IC16. and II.K.l7 - Environmental Consulting Services

The funds in this portion of the 2016-17 budget are to assist Dishict staff with ongoing
environmental compliance monitoring and special environmental consulting. The primary
work to be completed with these funds includes the following two main tasks: 1) tracking of
requirements and provisions in the 2Ol4 Stipulated Judgement, 2016 SIP and environmental
impact mitigation measures associated with Owens Lake dust controls, and 2) archaeological
and envirottmental services related to the Cultural Resource Task Force per the 2013

Stþlated Order of Abatement (2013 SOA) forPhase'la,the 2014 Stipulated Judgment for
Phase 9/10, and the 2016 SIP. The budget contains $70,000 for the environmental
compliance tracking services. Additionally, for FY 2016-17, $100,000 is budgeted for the

11



environmental consultant to provide archeological and environmental services related to the
Cultural Resource Task Force.

The total budget for environmental consulting services is estimated at $170,000. A more
detailed description of environmental consultant work ef,lorts can be found in the Worþlan -
Additional Details Regarding Professional Services section.

[.L. - Supplies and Tools
Budgeted items for this category include ofEce supplies, general use supplies, computer
supplies and in-field supplies and materials. Items in this category tlpically have a limited
operating life. Backup meteorological and flow rate calibration and audit equipment and
miscellaneous tools are required for the District to maintain all of the monitoring equipment
in good operating of the District's meteorological systems aro more than 10
years old, as is the used to audit them. l1 is imFortant to keep the calibration and
audit equipment þg order and to have funds available to procure additional
equipment, in use fail. $30,000 (no change) has been budgeted
for the S

II.N. - Utilities
This category intemet services for the Bishop and Keeler
offices. Both facilities to Digital 395; connection costs are included in
this category. Additi data acquisition and wi¡eless modem
communications with ambient air ites, and telemetry data lines for
remote data collection are also i ing and personal remote device
connections are also maintained

Each District facility that houses elecûonic
certain limits for the equipment to properþ

the tenrperature within
in the Easte,m

Sierrq this results in significant costs for time temperatures
regularly fall well below freezing, and for temperatures
frequently exceed 100oF. In the case of the A monitors, the
criteria a¡e very reshictive with regard to station temperatures @PA
Handbook Volume tr, Appendix D, December 2013). Maintaini
within the limits for collection of valid data results in high elecqf,costs. The utilities
category budget is estimated at $61,000 [no change].

II.O - Project Demonstration: Control Measure Testing
Testing Engineered Roughness to Control Dust Emissions from Owens Lake
$100,000 is budgeted for a contract with the Desert Research Institute (DRI) to continue to
study and investigate the testrng of "engineered roughnsss elements'(ERE) as a waterless
approach to controlling the lake bed surface and dust emissions. If such contol effectiveness
can be achieved, it could potentially translate into dust control strategies that are not only
cost effective but also water efficient.

III. - IVlaterials and Equipment Costs
This category includes materials and equipment not associated with general support. This
equipment has a higher per item cost (more than S5,000 each or as a whole) and a longer life.
Materials and equipment costs in this category for 2012-13 totaled $10,000, nothing was

the säJrer,

12



bndgctcd for FY 2013-14 or 201,1-15 aod $24,(n0 was budgctcd for FY 2015-ló. DUG to spccific
equipmcnt pncharcs plrmod for FY 201G17, $l15,(n0 is hdgeted.

lll.A. -Dqrþrcrl: Schrüic, Crrplcr, Olllcc, & Gcrcnl (>¡1000)
This caûegory crtoomp.rsG¡ ilcms costing morp than $5,ü)0 end irchdcc nøw or rcphccmcnt
scic,ntific oqr¡ipmc¡ri eir mnitor¡ ¡nd rel¡tcd parts, certain comprtcr cquipnct¡t softrv¡rt
(offcc rpgradcs, detr logger, GIS, accouoting, mti-vinrs), fr¡mitrtrr, officc mæhinc¡ and

safeg oquipment. Thc curreirt copicr, scanner and fax mechinc is now 6 years old. It hes

boco u¡cd exteirsivcly tho past 5 ycers md frcquently brctkr down rcqufuing servicing during
criticel usc pcriods. Thc rclhbility, qrnlity and uscftlrc¡s h¡s dctsrio¡atod ¡nd wanuts
prrchsc or loaoing of ¡ rcw næhinc during 2015-16 at r co¡t mt to cxcocd $24,000
(ircMing t¡xcg dclivcry, nmthly neinten¡ncc and torcr nryplios).

Thc air$¡ality thc Dishict orrøtlyuscs will t]'picallyhave an

opcraionnl li J¡o.rs, grven thc hslh ø¡r'iromc,nt in which it fi¡úctions.
Sonc of th in opcrrtion werc puchrsod in 1999, ar€ wofû out d
nGGd arc likcly grvcn thc agc of tbc monitoring cquipmcnt
cumntly in faihrc! ¡nd avoid deta loss, which would
jco'pedize thc thc officæyof thc LADIVP mitigation
mcasl¡lìt8, for nplecomcnt oçtip'ncnt æh ycar. During
thc 2æt-2üB frc.l cryitrl ¡ccn¡¡l æcormts for oquipcnt
rplaccmcot In o¡dsrto thl wholcsalc cquipmcnt rcplaccmcnt would
c¡rrsc in my lirylc bud¡ct yorr, ¡bfi ryrca¿ing thc equþncnt rcplace,mc,nt

@G )¡oar aod smothing out ycar-to-rtiovcr ¡cì'Gr¡l J¡rar¡, thcrcby
ycarbudga vri¡thn¡.

Additbn¡l æonnl æcouût ñ¡nd¡ wsrp 13 hdga ôrc ûo the fact
th¡t th coúp¡ay th¡t prcùrcd thc TEOM
præhruod by Theimo Fi¡hcr Enviromøtrl.
modGl 1400.(AB), which coryrisos dl tbc rtoclq l¡2020.
Thcrno h¡¡ froô¡eod an rry¡ndod vcr¡ion of tþ andPMl0
d¡t¡ thrt rcocallyFlrcd EFA ccrtification forPMlO, PÙn.5 rd
Siß€ FY 2Ûl2-2Ùlt, stlfrh¡s detcrninod thc mæ pnrdd accruals
for in¡tr¡mdprcharc rmil two up¡rld TEOM couldbc tat€dby
Dirtict ¡trff. tha Disrict hm procurcd two of thcro csninr¡c¡ tGiting thcm at
th lVhiæ Mount¡in Rc¡each Ccmtcr md Kcohr sitcg comprring lh.m with the cxisting
maito¡s ¡t tbc two bcatbns. Thcsc tcsß will continuc r¡ntil rn adoqueto d¡ta sot is collected
to m¡lcc dctcrnin¡tim Gg.¡ding rcplaco,mørt moniton for thc Distict's aging TEOM
mnib¡¡.

Tho Disbict operatcs ovcr clsvcn (11) air quslity monitoring sitos on and a¡ound thc Owei¡s
I¡lcc. Mrrch of tbc crluipæd in thcsc mnitoring ct¡tiotrs hrve bcon in continuor¡s operation
for norc thrn a doc¡dc. Currcatly thc Orvens Lakc Air Qr¡¡lity Moniûoring Technicians h¿vc
m dcdicat¡d wort aç¡ ¡t tt¡ Di¡tict's Keeler Fiold officc ûo proform m¡intcnance and
tætinS of oquipmcnt. This h¡dgGt ircMcs $30,0(n for thc co¡¡truction of m clccbonics
wodrsbp in Keclcr. Thfu rhop will cn¡blc Distict rtafitbc tbility to tcct a¡rd r€pair
noniûoring cquipmcnt in ¡ dodic¡tod shop location. Thc only tcrting a¡pas curreirtly availablc
rc located within strfroffcæ which arc limited in ¡ize eod in@uate.
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Funds in the amount of $61,000 were added to this budget item (Itr.4.4 Mono Network
Upgrades) for the procurement and installation of a new monitoring shelter in the community
of Lee Vining to replace the existing filter-based monitor. A TEOM continuous monitor will
be placed in the new shelter and will provide hourly-resolved PM10 concentration daø
which can be used for more accurate modeling of the impacts of emissions from Mono Lake
on the community of Lee Vining.

III.B. -Vehicles and ATVs
The District relies on ofÊroad vehicles and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) for transporüation
from and to monitoring stations at Owens Lake and Mono Lake. The District policy on
replacement of vehicles states that field vehicles may be replaced after they have
accumulated 110,000 or when staffdetermines signifrcant maintenance and/or safety
issues wa¡rant Staffmay determine that vehicles be kept beyond the 110,000
mile limitbut vehicles regularly and annually reassess them. Funding for
one Keeler lroad vehicle is budgeted for FY 2016-17. No frrnding is
budgeted

't4



Workplan

The following efforts will take place under the SB 270 Assessment:

Air Quality Monitoring
For fiscal year 2016-17 the SB 270 ptogramwill operate 25 aír quality monitors (21 TEOMS

and 4 Partisols in operation; of these 3 TEOMs are portable and ready for de'ployment) at 14

separate sites at Owens Lake and 2 sites at Mono Lake. These sites have been selected by
District staff and approved by the EPA. They were selected in accordance with Title 40 CFR

Part 58, Sections 58.3, 58.10, 58.13, 58.14, 58.20, and Appendix D. These stations are

operated in accordance with Title 40 CFR Part 58 Appendix A. In addition to the air qualþ
monitors, there are 2l meteorological sites at Owens Lake and one at Mono Lake (many of
the meteorological
responsible for the

located at air monitoring sites). District personnel are

and maintenance of the monitoring equipment as well as

installing and weighing filters, validating data, conducting quality contol
rance audits, and data reporting.checks,

Dust II)
The District w Lake and Mono I¿ke Dust Identification
Programs. The of operating approximately 120+ Sensit sand

motion sensing devices within the Keeler Dunes, mapping the location
of dust emissions dun video recording of dust events and GPS

mapping the location of emission after dust stonns.

The Dust ID program at Mono it sites collocated with Cox Sand

Catchers (CSCs), seventeen (17)
this network is to characterize the exposed
impacts on the northeast shore of Mono funds to add a

radio network to collect data from the 10

streamline data collection and site visits.
data quality, and will

The Dust ID Program at Owens Lake is an ongoing effort to identiff
Lake, and to quantify their dust emissions and impacts on air
initiated in 1999 and includes an extensive network of erosion
lapse cameras, PMro monitors, and meteorological towers. ID Program also

provides resources for personnel to map source area boundaries and dust plumes, and to

collect and analyze the information.

The Dust ID Progran at Owens Lake is a required component of the 2016 SIP Board Order

and 2010 Coso Jr¡nction Maintenance Plan and is the primary method used to identi$ dust

source areas that cause or contribute to exceedances of the PMlo standard. These would
include any new additional BACM contingency areas that may need control or already

controlled areas that a¡e out of compliance with SIP and Maintenance Plan requirernents.

sitesAd two cameras. The purpose of
ion to the PMlo



TABLE 2

FY 201617 SB 270 Fec
1603't 4

EXPENSES 2OlStG 201t17 %ch¡nse
L Employee Costs
A. Employee Wages
B. Retirement
C. lnsurance Benefits
D. Taxes
E. Retiree Medical lnsurance Unfunded Liability
F. Worker's Compensation lnsurance 16,000 17,000 6.25%

Employee Costs 2,'123,000 2,612,000 1.OE Á
-11.1,000

r,636,000
434,000
351,000
286,000

0

18,000
6

100

21,OO0

¿1,1E7,000

0.00%
0.00%

-23.90%

0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
2.94%

42.11%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%
0.00%

1,550,000 -5.26%
375,000 -13.59%
390,000 11.11Vo

280,000 -2.10%
0 0.00%

ll. Opereting t Complimce
A. Advertising - Legal Notices & Ads
B. Dues, Subscriptions, Education, Use Tax & Fees
C. Equipment: Computer, Furniture, General, Office,

Safety, Scientific, Software (<$5,0fl) ea)
D. Fuel & Gasoline
E. Health & Safety
F. lnsurance - Liability, Fire & Casualty
G. Leases & Rents: Equipment, Ofñce, Sitc, Storage
H. Ma¡ntenance & Repairs of Equipment - Labor
l. Maintenance & Repairs of Equipment - M¡tcrials
J. Postage & Shipping
K. Professional & Special Services
L. Supplies & Tools (ln-Field, Oñice, General Urc)
M. Transportation & Travel
N. Utilities
O. Project Demonstration: Conhol Measure Testing

Opcreting & Gonrplienco Codr

lll. M¡têr¡ds & Equipment
A. Equipment: Computer, Furniture, General, Ofüce,

Scientific, Software, Fumiture (>$5,000 ea)

B. Vehicles & ATVs
lÚÍcriÍ3 & Equiprnrnt Corts

Expcnscs Totel (Parts l, ll, lll)

5,000 5,000
26,000 26,000

1 2s,soo 

l----ris ^sõö'l

31,000 31,000
4,000 4,000

46,000_l!,ggg_
110.0001 11o.oool
34.0001 35.0001
es,oool_l3g@l
4,000_____3p99-

750,500[_]@l
30,000 30,000

l,¿l5l ,000

f 50,000

¿1,213,000

379.17%

0.00%

126,000

0.62,5
26,000

lV. Legal Fce
A Legal serv¡c€s to implement terms of lhe 2014 Stipulated Judgement between Distr¡ct and LADWP

(Sacramento County Superior Court Cese No. 34-2013€0001451-CU-WM-GDS) and the 2016 Owens Valley Planning
Area PM10 State lmplementation Plan Goveming Board Order 160413-01

Legal FeeAssessment 800,000

V. Ovyens Lake Scientific Advisory Panel
A 2014 Stipulated Judgment (Art¡cle 12.G) 750,000

SB 270 Tot¡l Fee Assessmsnt lParts I - V) 5.737.000

400,000 -50.00%

400.000

0 .100.00%

4.613.000 -19.59%

General Fund Reserves Balance as of March 31, 2015
General Fund Reserves Balance as of March 31,20'l'6

Reserve Policy Amount @ 20% of FY Costs

Cred¡t to SB 270 Fee Assessment

FY 201$2016 SB 270 Fee Due

1,360,737

1,'t47,400

213,337

5,523,6ô3

-'tj24,000

572,405
922,600

¡1,613,000 -16.¡t9%



FY 201È2017 DETAILS

ll.C. - Equipment (<$5k)
1 Computers, Pr¡nters, Scanners, Parts
2 Furniture
3 General Use & Safety
4 OfficeCommunications
5 Scientific (58270: Sensit s¡te, Wind sensors, Sharp sensors, IPE
6 Software (ESRI, Exlis, FileMaker, Pix4D etc)
7 Audio Visual Equipment & Conferencing

Equipment (<$5k) 95,500

16031 4

TABLE 3

s8270
27,000

500
1,000
1,000

45,000
21,000

ll.G.-Leases&Rents
1 Bishop - Main Office
2 Bishop - Tech Workspace
3 Bishop / White Mtn Research
4 Equipment
5 Keeler - Office (Owens Lake)
6 Keeler - OffÌce Portable Trailer (Owens Lake)
7 Lone Pine - Site
I Mammoth Lakes - Site
I Mono Lake - Simis Site + Storage Site
10 Olancha - Site w/ Utilit¡es
11 Parking
12 Storage

Leases & Rents

11.H. - Maintenance & Repa¡rs of Equipmont - l¡bor
1 Scientific: monitor repairs, lab certifications, calibrations
2 Vehicles: tires, tune-ups, oil changes, repairs, washing
3 General: offices, equipment, maintenance
4 Transportation/lnstallation of short-term monitors
5 Safety respiratory screen

M&R-Labor

ll.l. - Ma¡ntenance & Repairc of Equipment - Materials
1 Scientific: monitors, repair parts, equipment, lab, QA
2 Vehicles: parts, equipment, tires
3 General: office equipment parts, batteries, miscellaneous
4 Sensit, camera and wireless network maint, UAV maint

M&R-Materials

ll.K. - Professional & Special Services
1 Board Stipend
2 Board Stipend - Hearing Board
3 Payroll & Financial Software Support
4 Human Resources Consulting
5 lndependent Fiscal Auditor
6 lnyo Co. Auditor: Fiscal Support
7 lnyo Co. Counsel: Legal
I Janitorial Services
9 Consulting Services: lT, Data Mgmt, Web
10 Air Monitoring Consulting Services
11 Legal Services: General
12 Owens Lake Science and History
13 Owens Lake Air Quality Modeling Consulting
14 Dust Gompliance Measurement & Enforcement Consulting
15 Dust Compliance Measurement & Enforcement: Satellite lmagery
16 Environmental Consulting (Compliance & Site Surveys)
17 Environmental Consulting (Cultural Resources Task Force)

94
73,000

7,000

3,000
9,000
7,000
1,000

2,000
3,000
3,000
2,000

I 10,000

s8270
19,000
10,000

1,000

5,000
35,000

sB?0
35,000

5,000
5,000

s8270
4,200
1,000
4,000
3,000
7,500
5,100

11,000
8,000
7,700
4,000

25,000
10,000

250,000
200,000

40,000
70,000

100,000

Professional & Spec¡al Services 750,500



FY20rå20r3 DETAILT¡

[.il.- uüllsË
1 ElectrioWater/Gas/Tras-tr
2 Communicatlons/lnteineuTelephone
3 Cell Ftpnes 8.000

Util¡ü.r 31,000

rt&
100,000

t00,000

qP
6f ,cÐ0
æ,m0

[.o.. tHrsû od'nffirüm; Golillul lrytËrtdnf
1 Engineeled Roughnæs Elements: Consulling & Prof.$ervices
2

Control t¡æu¡¡ Tæ$ng

üÀ - E$ffna: SiffiE, hqffi, ffica Âtntff¡*N
1 Replacement FM Filter
2 BackupTEOM ea.
3 Mono Netvork Upgrades
4 OwensLakePM
5 ReSacement Lab T

rlr¡.v.túdF¡^W¡
I Replacement Vehicles (Capital
2 ReplacementAWs



TABLE 4 160314

ict SB-270 FTE

Regular Employees
Air Pollution Control Officer
Deputy Air Pollution Cont Officer
Air Quality Specialist ll
Director Technical Services
Field Services Technician ll
Sr. Systems & Research Analyst
Systems Research Analyst
Senior Scientist
Admin. Projects Manager
Admin AssV Board & Permit Clerk
Fiscal Services Technician
Air Monitoring Specialist
Air Monitoring Technical Specialist
Air Monitoring Tech ll
Air Monitoring Tech ll

Subtotal Regular Employees

Contract Employees
Administrative Clerk
Field Services Technician

Subtotal Gontract Employees

TOTAL 2016-17 F-18
TOTAL 2015-16 FTE
TOTAL 2014.15FTE
TOTAL 2013.14FTE
TOTAL 2012.13FTE
TOTAL 2011-12FTE
TOTAL 2O1O-11 FTE
TOTAL 2OO9.1O FTE
TOTAL 2OO8.O9 FTE

0.10
0.20
2.00

0.30
0.05
0.10
0.20
0.15
0.25
0.15
0.,:

0.35

0.90
0.80

1.00
1.70
0.95
2.90
0.80
0.85
0.75
0.85
0.85
1.00
2.00
2.65

22.00
0.00

4.00
0.50

0.3s
1.00
r.35

0.10

0.10

4.10
4.15
4.11
3.56
3.5r
3.58
3.55
3.66
3.65

18.00
-0.50

19.35
20.85
18.34
19.81
18.86
20.29
21.07
22.71
22.72

1.45

23.45
25.00
22.45
23.37
22.37
23.87
24.62
26.37
26.37

.1.55

2.55

-o.92

1.00

-'t.50

-0.75

-1.75

0.00
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Additional Details Regarding Professional Seruices Items n.K.lzr II.K"14,II.K.15, [.K"16,
and II.K.17
The Professional Services sub-budget contains funds for contracts with consultants for technical
support in remote sensing techniques for dust control measure compliance development and
enforcement, for science and history of Owens Lake, for testing of Engineered Roughness
Elements as a measure for dust contol on Owens Lake and for envi¡onmental services associated
with the imFlementation of the 2008 SIP EIR and now the 2014 Stipulated Judgnent. Additional
details on the scope of work for these contracts are provided below.

II.IC16 & tI.IllT - Environmental Consultins Servicqs
There are two main items to be included in budget category ILK.16 and II.K.17. The first item
consists of work related to the tracking of provisions and requirements in the 2016 SIP and
environmental imFacts itigation measures from previous EIRs ($70,000). The second item
consists oftechnical
(CRTF) ($100,000).
$100,000. In FY
process, the Di
continuing to usd

The 2016 Owens Valley
contain a considerable
mitigation measr¡res. The
coordination, communication, and
agencies. These other agencies
Califomia Departnent ofFish and

The 2016 SIP contains several new dust control
on Owens Lake. These new dust control
water used on the lake bed but make the

services related to the Cultural Resor¡¡ce Task Force
of the two items in budget category II.K.16 and 17 is
solicited proposals for this work. Th¡ough the selection

ineering from Bishop, CA. The Disfrict plans on
ine forthis work l¡2016-17.

for dust confrols on Owens Lake
liance requirements and mandatory

of the 2016 SIP and multiple EIRs involves
istrict, the LADWP, and otherpublic

State Lands Commission and the

implemented by LADWP
reduce the amount of

dust control project
more complicated. As the 2016 SIP is i ible for ensuring
compliance with dozens of requirements for Owens I¿ke dust contnols.
reporting requirements are included in the 2016 SIP to make sure the meaÍilrres

are performing such that there are no exceedances of the PM10
shoreline.

the reSulatory

The work in this portion of the 2016-17 budget involves tracking the dust control measure
requirements included in the 2016 SIP to ensure the timely implementation and reporting and
completeness of required provisions for dust controls on the lake bed. The work in this portion
of the budget also includes reviewing the adequacy of compliance reports submitted to the
District by the LADWP in fulfrllment of mitigation measure requirements from the multþle
EIRs to avoid and/or reduce environmental imFacts. . The budget contains a $70,000 for both the
tracking of 2016 SIP requirements and environmental compliance monitoring and re,porting as

well as for assistance with general environmental issues.
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For FY 2Ol6-L7,the environmental consultant v/ill also provide archeological and environmental

services related to the Cultural Resource Task Force (CRTF) per the 2013 Stipulated Order of
Abatement (SOA), 2014 Stipulated Judgement and Phase 9/10 Dust Confrol project. As the

District has no archaeological expertise and the CRTF is dealing with complex technical and

legal archaeological issues, the District must retain outside assistance. The budget contains

$100,000 for work related to the CRTF.

II.ICl4. - Dust Control Measure Comoliance and Enforcement - DRI
Remote Sensins. The FY 2016-17 budget contains funds for dust control measure compliance

enforcement and for technical support by the Desert Resea¡ch Institute (DRD of the District's
remote sensing efforts ($150,000). Work tasks provide for consultation serices with Distict
staff for compliance measurements for the existing Managed Vegetation area on the southern

portion of Owens Lake, measurements of existing Brine BACM areas, development

of a method for
part ofPhase 7a

of the new complex Managed Vegetation areas that are

requirements, work on the TwB2 monitoring and the Shallow

Flooding W as general consulting services. Each øsk is discussed in
more detail

Remote Sensing rW

Managed Vegetation

An evaluation of the cover on the Managed Vegetation dust control
meaÍilre on the southern be completed with satellite imagery.
This evaluation of the un2016-17 forthe 2016 growing

season using the routine staff plans to run the 2016

Managed Vegetation calls while ine. A portion of the funds

budgeted in II.K.14 are to provide the Di from DRI in the

training and review of the 2016 Managed call.

Additionall¡ the LADWP has created new as part of the
transition from

Shallow Flooding to Managed Vegetation. The Phase 7a areas vary
substantially from the original Managed Vegetation area in f several

different plant species that provide both vertical and fh¡e to this

sür¡ctural and compositional diversity, the current determination

method is not capable of accurately evaluating the compliance conditions for the complex

vegetation areas. The District is working on developing a new vegetation compliance

method that can be applied to the new complex vegetation areas. A portion of the funds

budgeted in II.K.14 are to provide the District with technical support from DRI in the

development of this proposed new vegetation compliance method as well u. s6¡d¡çfing a

compliance call for the existing Managed Vegetation area on the southern portion of the

lake bed.

Brine BACM Compliance

The 2016 SIP allows the LADWP to implement a new dust control measure that utilizes
the abundant salts present on Owe,lrs Lake to create a mix of stable surfaces similar to

those found in the Brine Pond. Tmplementation of Brine BACM will allow LADWP to
reduce the a¡nount of waterused on Owens Lake while still providing the level of dust



control required. The new Brine BACM dust control mear¡ure requires that each Brine
a¡ea consist of a mix of tbree stable surfaces including: water, evaporite crust, and thick
capillary crust. Each component surface has specific conditions in order to meet the
required p erformanc e criteria.

An evaluation of the Brine BACM dust control measure will be completed with a
combination of interpretation of aerial photographs or high resolution satellite imagery
combined with freld measurements. This evaluation of the Brine BACM cover conditions
will be performed ln2016-17 using the method developed byDRI. Dishict staffplans to
run the Brine BACM calls while being trained in the DRI routine. A portion of the funds
budgeted in II.K.14 are to provide the District with technical support from DRI for
conducting compliance calls on the Brine BACM dust control a¡eas.

Monitoring of lYetness Cover Tests and TwB2
The LADWPj tests of Shallow Flooding using sprinklers in order to refine
the curve efficiency to wetress cover. The work plan for the testing
calls
SWIR
Flooding to
clod cover of thè
District plans to use
and evaluation of from
TwB2 areas. A portion of the
support in this effort.

U.K.15. I Fate[ite rmasqs

As discussed above, District staffwill be
compliance determinations in 2016-17. Due to

dust conüol
dust control areas

(currently approximateþ 45 square miles), the only compliance
for compliancedeterminations is through analysis of satellite imagery.The currdnt

determinations on the Shallow Flooding areas genemlly uses l-andSatS . This
imagery is obtained at no cost from the USGS. However, this free i available on a
regular schedule (every 16 days) and has a horizontal resolution of This frequency
and spatial resolution is sufficient most of the time, but resticts in its abilityto
conduct wetness calls in the Shallow Flooding areas during cloudyperiods and during certain
times of year when higher resolution is needed.

Fortunatel¡ there are other satellite platforms that can provide the same information as LandSat
which can be tasked to collect an image of Owens I-ake on a speciñc date. However, unlike the
LandSat images which ate free, there is a cost altemate imagery. The Distict plans to use the
LandSat image overpasses as the primary compliance tool for the Shallow Flooding areas in
2016-17. The alternate platform images will be used for compliance analyses of the Shallow
Flooding areas when needed either due to weather conditions making the use Landsat impossible
or *on demand'when there is a concem that certain areas are not meeting the dust control
wetness requirements and also in the spring when higher resolution data is needed in order to
determine the comFliance of sprinkler areas.

across the four test areas using airbome
has converted about 4 square miles of Shallow
Judgment. The rouehness, emissivity, and

ed regularly throughout the project. The
of experts at DRI to assist in data analysis

Flooding Wehess Cover Tests and the
II.K.14 bg¡f[will be used to provide technical
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Additionall¡ the District has need to purchase high resolution satellite imagery as part of the
compliance monitoring method determination for the Brine BACM and complex Managed
Vegetation dust control areas. There is $40,000 budgeted in II.K.15 forpurchase of satellite
imagery for the 2O16-17 year.

II.IC16. -Owens Lake Scientifïc and Historic Consultins
$10,000 is budgeted in II.K.16 for technical support on issues related to science and history of
Owens Lake. These funds are budgeted for services to support the Dishict on scientific issues

related to the character, nature and development of Owens Lake.

Additionat Details Regarding: Project Demonstration: Control Measure Testing,Item II.O.
During the 2013-14 fiscal year, the District and LADWP worked cooperatively on a research

The project, tenned the Roughness Element (ERE) project, involves the placement of
solid object ( an array on the lake bed surface to reduce dust emissions

from the area. the ERE measure to be promising for effective temporary
as well as lake bed. A small-scale pilot test of the measure was

conducted from in the Phase 7a area TIA-4. Due to construction of
the required the LADWP, the Phase I project was removed
from the test a¡ea after
(Phase 2) began in the

collection. The second phase of the project
through spring 2016 in a small portion of the

T-26 Shallow Flooding cells
¿0r
the portion of the lakebed.

The Dishict anticipates ERE testing completion of current studies
previouslybudgeted. Successful mear¡ure evaluation have been

conducted to detennine the on the lakebed. As such,

additional funds will only be required for further of variations to the design
of ERE object. Unless further study in not desi , Itftfs budgeted for 2016-17
($100,000) will provide additional data

ust



IV. Legal Fee Assessment

During FY 2015-16, the District incurred legal services costs to implement terms of the 2014
Stipulated Judgement between Dishict and LADWP (Sacramento County Superior Court Case

No. 34-2013-8000145I-CU-WM-GDS) and to develop the 2016 Owens ValleyPlanning Area
PMIO State Implementation Plan (SIP), Govenring Board Order 160413-01 and Rule 433 -
Control of Particulate Emissions at Owens Lake.

SI]MMARY

Fees
1n.2012, the LADWP failed to pay Sl,14l,164 in 58270 fees ordered by the Dishict. The
District was forced to file it in Inyo County Superior Court on August 31,2012 (which
was transferred to ior Court, Case No. S-1500-CV-277962, SPC) to compel
LADWP to pay. the LADWP to make the palment and it did so on January

24,2013. Atrial case was scheduled for October 21,2013 and was

continued until
February 13,201 by which LADWP paid $1,350,000 to the
District as an for solar power to public service districts

airpollution emissions. The LADWP andand $l.2MM to support
District agreed, ¿tmong categories of fees under Health & Safety Code
Section 42316 are legally vafd. k
administrative comments, appeals,

Distict's legal fees to respond to LADWP's
challenges related to H&S Section

42316 as well as costs of and overhead). The Stipulated
Judgment for the District also
CARB.

Dust Control Measures

iss four (a) fee order appeals before

OnDecember 16,2014, the Sacramento County denying
LADWP's petition requesting that CARB's 2011 Dishict be
overtunred. On Decemb er 30, 20L4, the Sacramento Superior Cou¡t
judgment (2014 Stipulated JudgmentT) in favor of the Disfüct requi ofdust
control measures at Owens I¿ke. This ruling follows prior corúts in favor of
the Dishict, the California Air Resources Board, and the State ion- whichwere
sued by LADWP. The20l4 Stipulated Judgment negotiated the District Governing
Board and the LADWP Commission settles the dispute initiated with the 2011 SCRD. It brings
closure to a long series of legal battles primarily between the Dishict and the LADWP that
started iî2011. More imFortantly, it will result in LADWP completing dust control measures on
48.6 square miles of the Owens Lake bed, while also saving water, and ultimately it will bring
the Owe,ns Valley into compliance with the federal air quality standard.

LADWP and the District made many rre¡¡¡ çemmitments that are contained in the 2014 Stipulated
Judgment. Distict and LADWP staffhave a common goal, which is to get the final dust control
measures implemented and to do it in a way that will help LADWP reduce the nmount of water
used at Owens Lake. As discussed in earlier sections, there are additional costs for personnel,
equipment and professional services for dust control measures and monitoring tasks to be ca¡ried

TSacramento County Superior Court No. 34-2013-8000145 1-CU-WM-GDS
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out over the next th¡ee to five years. A significant requirement of the agreement is the
preparation and amendment of the District adopted Board Order No. 080128-01 (2008 SIP
Order) during FY 2015-16. To prepare the 2016 SIP amendment, the District required assistance
from its long standing legal cor.nsel in this complicated endeavor. The anendment required
extensive background knowledge and detailed review of the previous 2008 SIP Board Order and
amendments that were made in 20lI and20l3.

It is estimated that $400,000 will be needed for legal services to assist the District during FY
2016-17. This amount is an estimate of a reasonable fee to allow the District to respond to any
unanticipated legal challenges with necessary and appropriately qualified legal counsel. SB 270
provides for the annual assessment of fees related to the above projects and other related
activities. It is difhcult to aa!Écipate the total estimated budget for legal services actions in part
because of that could arise not only by LADWP but from other

cannot be placed in a position of underestimating theprivate orpublic
total cost to actions. The District must carry out its legal duties under
Califomia law t aud public health. It should be noted that unexpended
SB 270 fees are other approved costs or are credited back to the
LADWP the

V. Owens Lake Scientific

The 201 4 Stipulated Judgment bythe LADWP of the Owens Lake
will be made pursuant to fee ordersScientific Advisory Panel (OLSAP).

by the District per California Health 16. The fee order for OLSAP may vary
based on the statement of work and ift,l Academy of Sciences (NAS).
Annual funding for the NAS to create and direct
sponsors may range from $500,000 to $750,000.

the tasks provided by the
S2,000,000 annually

maybe provided by LADWP for field studies deemed necessary
to address the tasks given to the OLSAP. OLSAP for 15-1&s $750,000 and

these frmds were r¡nexpended due to mutual agreement between the to
defer the panel until mid-2017. These funds will be carried over to FY should the
nèed arise to establish and seek OLSAP's support prior to the end of ment period, $750,000

field work or otherfor engagement is available. If the OLSAP requires additional
investigations in 2016-17, the District and LADWP will consider
under SB-270 to obtain the necessary funds.

I assessment




